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The White House,
November 17, 2003.

Statement on the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Decision on the

State’s Ban of Same Sex Marriages
November 18, 2003

Marriage is a sacred institution between
a man and a woman. Today’s decision of
the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
violates this important principle. I will work

with congressional leaders and others to do
what is legally necessary to defend the
sanctity of marriage.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Comprehensive Energy

Legislation
November 18, 2003

I am pleased with the strong bipartisan
support for a national energy policy that
will use technology, conservation, renew-
ables, and increased production of energy
at home. For the past 2 years, the passage
of a comprehensive national energy policy
has been a top priority for my administra-
tion, and I commend the House for its
vote today and urge the Senate to act expe-
ditiously as well. America will be more

prosperous and more secure when we are
less dependent on foreign sources of en-
ergy. Reliable and affordable energy is crit-
ical to our economic security, our national
security, and our homeland security.

NoTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Statement on Signing the Animal Drug User Fee Act of 2003

November 18, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 313,
the “Animal Drug User Fee Act of 2003.”
The Act is designed to expedite the animal
drug development process, while continuing
to ensure the safety and effectiveness of
animal drugs.

Section 4(a) of the Act purports to re-
quire the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to submit legislative recommenda-
tions to the Congress and to establish pro-
cedures by which the Secretary must for-
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mulate such recommendations. The legisla-
tive power does not extend to requiring
the Executive submit legislative rec-
ommendations to the Congress nor to
specifying procedures by which the Execu-
tive must formulate any legislative rec-
ommendations that the Executive makes.
The executive branch shall execute section
4(a) in a manner consistent with the Con-
stitution’s exclusive commitments to the
President of the authority to submit for the
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